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REVIEW OF GROSS ANATOMY. A Dynamic Approach. By Ben Pansky and
Earl Lawrence House. New York, The Macmillan Co., 1964. xii, 443 pp.,
$8.95 clothbound, $6.95 paperbound.
This is another of an increasing number of human gross anatomy books
being published in abbreviated form. Throughout the book each left-hand
page contains quite accurate written descriptions of structures that are
illustrated as line drawings on the opposite right-hand page. Even though
the text is written in a telegraphic style and the drawings are small, the
book still contains 443 pages. It would have been desirable to have a number
of the drawings with many labels larger than they are. One of the authors,
Dr. Pansky, made the drawings that the authors state the book was written
around. Most of the drawings appear quite familiar to be because they are
very similar to illustrations in other popular textbooks. The color added to
a few drawings enhance their attractiveness more than their clarity.
The authors state that even though the material is simplified, concise,
and in outline form, it is, nevertheless, complete. However, the drawings
of the bony pelvis are those of a female and no mention is made of the
fact that the male pelvis is quite different. The terminology used is with
few exceptions, an anglicized form of the revised Paris terminology. The
book is exactly what is stated in its title, a review. It is of use to one
who has already studied gross anatomy with a standard textbook, and who
wants to make a quick check on the essentials of a given structure or
region. The book serves this purpose quite well.
E. S. CRELIN
PORPHYRINS AND METALLOPORPHYRINS. Their General, Physical and Co-
ordination Chemistry, and Laboratory Methods. B.B.A. Library Vol. 2.
By J. E. Falk. New York, Elsevier Publishing Co., 1964. xiii, 266 pp.
$13.50.
The title seems to suggest this book as a sequel to Lemberg and Legge's
famous monograph, Haematin Compounds and Bile Pigments, published
in 1949. But actually the present book is a complete, up-to-date and thorough
monograph in itself. The presentation is clear and concise, and the
organization of material is superb.
Part I of the book treats the structure, nomenclature, general chemistry
of porphyrins and metalloporphyrins, coordination properties, redox and
spectral behavior, and some chemical aspects of hemoproteins. The over-all
emphasis is on quantitative chemistry rather than qualitative description
of biological relationships.
Part II gives succinct but reliable and unambiguous procedures fre-
quently used in porphyrin chemistry. This part is not just a compilation
of experimental methods from the literature. It is a masterful selection.
In fact, many of the selected procedures have even been improved. To
the present reviewer's knowledge, this is the only modern book on
porphyrin chemistry which can compare in quality with the authoritative
treatise, Die Chemie des Pyrroles by Fischer and Orth. There are 757
references, a very useful appendix on absorption spectra data and excellent
printing. JUI H. WANG
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